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After pointing out that Mr. Forbes and his supporters had allowed
their zeal to overrun their discretion, with the confidence ef youth he
preached to his audience a homily on the duty of those who would
aspire to lead their fellow-men. Said he :
The self-constituted leaders of popular movements have a two-
fold duty to perform. It is not sufficient for them to stand forth
boldly to give loud utterance to the confused and incoherent
popular cries. It is not sufficient for them to reiterate and
proclaim the popular indiscriminate wailings and inconclusive
analyses of the public grievances. There is another and a higher
duty cast upon them, the duty of guiding and rolling the move-
ment in its proper path, of extricating it from the confusion of
words and thoughts under which it usually labours, of analysing
the genuine and substantial causes of it, of discussing and pro-
posing measures well adapted to meet the end in view.
In this age of cant and cheap notoriety, when political reputa-
tions often depend on the persistence and vehemence with which
the catch-phrases and the popular cries of the moment are reiterated,
how many of our national leaders, one wonders, would be able
to-day to stand up to this somewhat exacting test of true leadership.
But to return to the subject. After criticising the attitude of the
leaders of the reform movement, Pherozeshah entered upon a
vigorous defence of Mr. Crawford, and showed what vast improve-
ments had been effected during his strenuous regime. He pictured to
his audience the woeful condition of Bombay as the Commissioner
had found her in 1865. It was not a time for patient deliberation,
but for prompt and vigorous action, for, "there is a crisis in human
affairs when ordinary means avail not, when men must consent to
strong measures on the sole condition that they are efficient, when
they must give up their freedom and lay aside their most cherished
institutions, their most valued forms and guarantees of order and
economy, and submit to the strong rule and the strong hand, ab-
solute and arbitrary, on the sole condition that it fails not. Such
crises are common in the history of the growth of minor institutions
as of great states and commonwealths."